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Important Ideas to Remember in Your Role as a Suzuki Parent
by Teri Einfeldt
Dr. Suzuki always said “character first, ability second.”
The Suzuki experience is about your child first, playing the instrument second. Watch how your child learns, nurturing
your child’s spirit and building her self confidence, yet instilling a sense of achieving excellence at every level.
No one enjoys doing something they do not do well.
It is important for the teacher and the parent to work together to provide the motivation for the child to reach a
level where she is capable of appreciating her progress. It is normal for the motivation level to shift back and forth
between the parent and the child.
There are going to be good practices and there are going to be bad practices.
If your child is not happy about practicing on a given day, it generally has nothing to do with the instrument. It may
be the first thing they have been asked to do on a daily basis that involves “homework.” They may have had a bad
day at school. They may be reacting to something you did earlier. My advice is always try to end the practice before
it starts to deteriorate.
Practice makes permanent, not perfect.
Repetitions done incorrectly or without reaching the desired goal your teacher desires is counterproductive.
Be consistent and try to practice only on the days you eat.
Each day you skip makes the next time you practice more difficult. Shorter, focused, and consistent practices in
which goals are well defined work best.
The three most important components of this method are parent involvement, listening, and reviewing with
a purpose.
Remembering that the Suzuki Method is based on the concept of language learning, it is important for you to
remember your involvement with your child while learning to talk. Ear training, repetitions, and cumulative
vocabulary words were of the utmost importance.
Our ultimate goal is for the child to experience intrinsic motivation as well as eventual independence.
It is really important to involve the child as opposed to just tell or teach him. I would not recommend this from the
very beginning, but soon after, try and gradually involve him in the assessment/learning process. Help to train his
ear to recognize the differences between that which is good and that which is undesirable. Stickers and rewards are
extrinsic motivators, which should be used sparingly.
Learning the notes (and bowings) to the newest piece is not as important as strengthening the child’s
technical foundation through review.
If you learned an instrument as a child via the traditional method, more than likely you had many books you carried
to your lesson that contained etudes. We use review pieces as etudes to reinforce technical and musical concepts
much the same as the traditional methods use etudes.
Continued on Page 2
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Important Ideas to Remember in Your Role as a Suzuki Parent (cont. from p. 1)
Music lessons and practices in general are filled with life lessons.
Allowing your child to quit or change instruments during the early stages is sending the wrong message. There will
be other difficult things in life and we need to learn how to cope with the challenges and embrace the concept of
working step by step to achieve a goal. Here we are identifying a problem or a goal, breaking it down into small,
achievable steps, repeating the tasks many times, and celebrating each small accomplishment.
Never have your child play his newest piece at a solo concert or master class.
High stress situations for the children need to be handled with playing a piece they are confident with playing. It
is important to remember the entire world does not know the order of the pieces. This is not the time to have the
children demonstrate how far along they are in the books.
Allow your teacher to control the lesson unless your opinion is invited.
Hearing more than one voice in the lesson is confusing to the child. As the home assistant, your job is to understand
the assignment in three ways:
How it is to be done
How many times it is to be done with what outcome
The results to look for that match your teacher’s concept of excellence.
Communication with your teacher is imperative.
If you feel uncomfortable or troubled by anything that is happening along your Suzuki journey please take the time
to discuss it with your teacher. Often times discussing something when it first starts to bother you will bring a more
satisfactory resolution to the problem. It is always better to discuss something about your child with the teacher
when the child is not present.
Never compare your child to someone else.
We are working towards bringing out the best in each child, and having them work towards reaching their own
fullest potential. This is one of the least motivating things you can do to your child and has a deep-seated lasting
affect.
Do only what the teacher asks. Do not go ahead.
There is always a reason your teacher does not move ahead. We are more focused on teaching your child to play
her chosen instrument well, than what piece she is playing. It is how well she plays the instrument that will be most
fulfilling, as she becomes a member of a small and larger ensemble. This in turn will instill an even greater sense of
self-confidence within each child.
Enjoy each step of the journey. Do not focus on the destination.
Small successes should be celebrated at every turn. All the small steps lead to accomplishment of the larger goal.
Teri Einfeldt is chair of the Suzuki department and adjunct professor at the University of Hartford’s The Hartt School
and assistant director of The Hartt School Suzuki Institute. An SAA registered teacher trainer, Teri is a frequent
clinician at workshops and institutes throughout the United States
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Cordoba
Granada
Toledo

Attend an Info Session to learn more about
our upcoming Tour to Spain:
Sunday, April 15, 2018, 1:30 pm
MacPhail Minneapolis, Room 127

You are invited to join an exciting
concert tour to Spain with the
MacPhail Center for Music & Suzuki
Association in 2019.
Fly to Madrid and begin the tour with
visit to the walled city of Toledo.
Continue to Granada with its
dazzling Alhambra Palace.
Next it’s on Ronda, home to one of the
oldest Bull Rings in Spain. Continue
to Seville with its magnificent
Cathedral and Alcazar.
Visit Cordoba to see the Mezquita
and conclude the tour in Madrid, the
vibrant capital city of Spain.
Join us on this spectacular tour to
Spain with the MacPhail Center for
Music & Suzuki Association!

TOLEDO | GRANADA | RONDA
SEVILLE | CORDOBA | MADRID
June 20 - 29, 2019
Estimated Tour Price: $3695*
per person in twin occupancy

*This tour pricing is a good-faith estimate until 2019 group airfare
is in inventory and available and assumes payment by check.

GrandTours

855 Village Center Drive #333
Saint Paul, MN 55127
T: 651-756-8885, F: 651-756-1327
www.grandtoursinc.com
info@grandtoursinc.com
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MacPhail Suzuki String Group Concerts
Saturday April 21, 2018
MacPhail Center for Music
Antonello Hall
Unpack:
CELLOS AND VIOLAS: Unpack in the US Bank Lobby.
VIOLINS: Unpack at the tables on the first floor.
Gather:
Look for your group teacher to gather with your group and tune – see below for gathering locations.
CELLO GROUPS: Gather US Bank Lobby
VIOLIN and VIOLA GROUPS: Gather on first floor – see meeting locations below
Students will enter the recital hall with their group and sit together.
Dress: White tops and black bottoms.
Parents: Please wait to enter the Hall until the previous concert participants have completely exited.
We have had a few damaged instruments due to people trying to enter the Hall while students and
families were still trying to exit.
Cello Group Concert 8:15 (arrive by 8:00)
All Cello Groups
Violin Group Concert 9:30 (arrive by 9:00)
Alison’s 9:15, 10:00 and 11:00 Groups – Meet in space between elevator and steps
Heather’s 10:00 and 11: 00 Groups – Meet in hallway that leads to rooms 125, 126 and 127
Joy’s 9:15 10:00 and 11:00 Groups – Meet on bottom steps of big staircase
Kamini’s 9:15 Group – Meet outside room 124
Katie’s 10:15 Group – Meet outside room 124
Violin and Viola Group Concert 10:45 (arrive by 10:15)
Beatrice’s 9:15, 10:00 and 11:00 Groups - Meet in space between elevator and steps
Kamini’s 11:00 Group – Meet outside room 124
Linda, Margaret and Ruth’s Viola Groups – Meet on bottom steps of big staircase
Susan ‘s 10:00 and 11:00 – Meet in hallway that leads to 125, 126 and 127
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, April 13
Suzuki Department All Instrument Recital, 6:00 pm, Antonellol Hall
Sunday, April 15
Spain Tour Info Session, 1:30 pm, MacPhail Minneapolis, Room 127
Friday, April 20
Suzuki Department 100 Day Celebration Recital, 6:00 pm, Antonello Hall
Saturday, April 21
Suzuki Cello, Viola, and Violin Final Group Concert, See flyer, Antonello Hall

SUZUKI FACULTY CONCERT
Thank you to all the families who attended the
Suzuki Faculty Recital on Friday, March 17, 2018.

Thank you to the MSA for providing a beautiful
reception for our teachers and families.
Pictured Above:
Suzuki Cello Faculty
Andrea French, Christy Libbus, Joe Kaiser,
Carlynn Savot, and Rebekah Parker Downs
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Anna Rosen, 800 Days
Charlie Kim, 400 Days
Hannah Lynn, 200 Days

Henry Kim, 200 Days
Natalie Christ, 500 Days
Ruby Delaney, 400 Days

			

Lauren Fairbairn, Book 1
Graduation!
Oliver
Days

Czaplicki,

400

Roshni
Days

Flannery,

900

Send photos, stories, articles, drawings to larusso.kamini@macphail.org to be included
in an upcoming Gavotte Newsletter.
Looking for articles and photos of your past institute experiences!
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